1111. o', v 16th Ave., Ant. 1 56 
Gainesville , Fig.. 32601 

. December 1b, 1976 

E. Ross Buckley 

Attorney in Charge, FOI/IA Unit 
Criminal Division 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 20530 
in re File Do. KI/CEII 1626 

Dear Mr. Buckley: 

Today I received your letter of December 14, 1976 in reference 
to my Freedom of Information Act reruest relating to the photographs 
end X-rays of the Kennedy autopsy. 

Your letter does not refer by date to a specific letter of mine. 
This is significant because my initial reouest was by letter dated 
September 7, 1976. That letter was forweraeu to the >31 and the 
Criminal Division. Raving heard nothing from the Criminal Division 
for three months, on December S, 1976, I wrote the Office of Management 
and linance that I would file suit if I aid not receive meaningful 
response within the statutory period. 

> 

Your letter informs me of a backlog in your office and states 
that there are epnroximately' 71 other requests to be processed before 
mine, which lias been designated request no. 123. You also state that 
you will try to expedite my request if I can show 5 exigent or unique 
circumstances." 

First, I would like to be informed why you waited over three 
months to tell me that my request could be expedited upon e proper 
showing by rue. As you know, the law gives you ten working days to 
make a response. 

Second, I do believe that unieme circumstances exist which 
justify expediting my request, i.y request was sent ’ in proper form" 
over three months ago. It concerned records of a monumentally 
important historical event, a subject on which I have done considerable 
research and about which I have written a. book. Thus, I have 
a scholarly and literary stake in these records. There is also 
a considerable national interest in these records. Jince my request 
was filed, the Rouse of . Representatives has formed a select committee 
to investigate the. Kennedy Assassination, lews is breaking almost 
daily on this subject, and without the records I seek I am hampered in 
my efforts toHnose concerned with' this subject both in and out of 
government. 

Hi id, I shall make an administrative appeal, as described in 
your letter. This ucy be more form turn substance, but if it can 
help expedite compliance it would b worthwhile . although I very 
much wish to avoid th- needless expense of litigation, each letter I 
receive from tin- Department of Justice leaves me few alternatives. 
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